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FREDERICK COUNTY COMMISSION ON AGING MINUTES 
DEPARTMENT OF AGING 

June 9, 2014 
  

COA MEMBERS DOA STAFF EXCUSED UNEXCUSED GUESTS 

Don Cilla Sue Ramsburg Elizabeth Chung  Carol Haag 

David Gray, Comm Pat Rosensteel Ernell Graham  Carol Krimm 

Ann Holiday Carolyn True Louise Lynch  Tom Lawler 

Katie Rhinehart  
Randy McClement, 

Mayor 
 Betty Dorsey 

Virginia Skelley  Dan Yeeles  
Bernadine 
Hoffman 

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

     

 
 

I. Call to Order – Ginny Skelley called the meeting to order at 1:01pm.     
 

II. Welcome & Introductions – Ginny welcomed all attendees.  Guests 
and new members were present at today’s meeting so introductions 
were done around the table  
 

III. Action on the Agenda – There are no additions to the agenda. 
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IV. Approval of Minutes – There was not a quorum of members today 
so the minutes of the May 12, 2014 meeting were not approved. 
 

V. Commissioner’s Report – Commissioner Gray commented that it is 
election time and a good time to get information from the candidates 
regarding their ideas for the growing senior population.  The 
Frederick News/Post printed interviews for each of the candidates.   
 
There was some discussion regarding the CoA question for the 
candidates.  Commissioner Gray suggested sending the question to 
the candidate via email.  There was a suggestion that the answers be 
published in the FNP. 

 
Mayor’s Report – Mayor Randy McClement was not present at 
today’s meeting. 
 

VI. Mission Moment, Mary Rice - Mary is a volunteer for the 
Department of Aging.  She was encouraged to become a volunteer 
when one of the regular participants suggested that the staff was in 
need of assistance.  She has volunteered in many areas of the Dept 
and at the Frederick Senior Center.  She has helped with Medicare D 
Open Enrollment, assisted with evening programs, assisted with the 
Elder Expo and she also covers the front desk.  Mary encourages 
any one to come and volunteer for the Dept of Aging.  It is a great 
opportunity to learn the programs and what happens at the 
Department and the Senior Centers.  Carolyn commented that the 
volunteers who assist are the backbone of this department and the 
Department would not be able to serve as many people without them.  
The Department is grateful to have some very dedicated generous 
volunteers. 

 
VII. Candidate Question Update, Ginny Skelley - No discussion.  

Ginny will check with Louise regarding the status of the question. 
 
Business Task Force/Chamber Update, Carol Krimm - Carol 
reported that she has been in touch with Paul Fry and he has 
recruited one business member.  Paul is actively recruiting more 
people.  This group will be more active as more members are added.  
She anticipates this may occur in the next thirty to sixty days.  
 

VIII. CoA Strategic Plan, Ginny Skelley – There is a group of 
commission members who have volunteered to create an updated 
strategic plan.  The volunteers include Don Cilla, Carol Haag, Ginny 
Skelley, Elizabeth Chung, and Ernell Graham.  The plan is to take the 
old 2009-2013 Strategic Plan and revamp it with consideration of the 
information presented by Montgomery County CoA at last month’s 
meeting.  There was a suggestion to focus on some of the issues 



Frederick County Commission on Aging 
06/9/14  

3 
 

discovered in the Needs Assessment.  There was some discussion 
on forming small workgroups to focus on specific issues.  One 
suggestion was to include people from the community who have a 
vested interest in these topics in the groups.  The workgroup will plan 
to meet on Friday, June 20th at 11:00am at the Frederick Senior 
Center. 
 

IX. Nominations, Katie Rhinehart – Katie reported that all new 
members were approved for membership by the BoCC.  More 
applications have been received.  New members are Carol Haag, 
Cynthia White, Mary Beachley, and Tom Lawler. Ernell Graham was 
re-appointed for another term.  Ann Holiday was approved to become 
the CoA liaison to the Adult Disabled Review Board.  There was brief 
discussion regarding the need for a new slate of officers.  The CoA is 
currently without a Chairperson.  There will be a need for a Vice-
Chairperson.  If any members are interested in either of these 
positions, please contact Katie.  There is also a need for more 
members on the Nomination Committee. 
 
Legislative, Ginny Skelley – No report. 

  
USM, Don Cilla – Don attended the most recent meeting on May 19.  
During this meeting, Speaker of the House of Delegate Michael Bush 
spoke about balancing the budget.  Senator Delores Kelly also spoke 
during this meeting.  She has strong support for senior issues and 
has been addressing housing issues and the observation versus 
inpatient hospital stays.  
 
Director, Carolyn True –Carolyn distributed a report with 
department statistics for May, 2014.  She reported that an application 
had been submitted and approved for an Americorp Volunteer to 
become a Volunteer Coordinator.  This person will be place from 
September 2014 through October 2015.  The recruitment process 
has not begun yet, but the hope it to have someone in orientation 
over the summer.  This person will work specifically with the 
recruitment and managing for MoW volunteers.   
 
Carolyn reported that Partners in Care will be moving from the Dept 
of Aging office and will soon be located at the Federated Charities 
Building on South Market Street.  This is a great opportunity for that 
agency to grow and add more volunteers.  This move will be effective 
July 1st.   
 
Specific issues that are becoming more apparent at the Department 
are housing and mental health.  Staff are receiving more phone calls 
from seniors who are losing their homes for various reasons and are 
in danger of becoming homeless.  More families are coming to the 
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Department looking for mental health services.  There is a significant 
lack of this service in Frederick County.  There is also an increase in 
guardianship clients.  There are nine pending cases which, when 
approved, will bring the caseload to twenty-four.   

 
Carolyn emailed information to members regarding the recent letter 
sent from the Maryland Association of Area Agencies on Aging 
(M4A).  The letter was in response to a suggestion made by 
Secretary of the MD Dept of Aging.  The suggestion made by the 
Secretary Lawlah is to merge some of the local Area Agencies on 
Aging (AAA).  This was suggested as a cost saving measure 
because federal funding is fixed.  The concern is that a neighboring 
AAA would have too much unnecessary input on issues affecting 
another county.  There is also a concern that local services would be 
reduced.  There are currently nineteen jurisdictions that have AAAs.  
Katie will do some research and report next month regarding a letter 
with this Commission’s recommendation.  Calvert County has already 
responded to Secretary Lawlah and Montgomery County is planning 
to as well.   
 

X. Announcements –  
 

There was a question about orientation and/or overview for members 
new to the Commission.  Carolyn stated that the offer to learn more 
about the Department is part of the welcome letter to new members.   
 

XI. Public Comment – No public comment 
 
 
The meeting adjourned at 2:30pm. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 
 
Susan M. Ramsburg 
Recording Secretary 
 
Upcoming Dates: 
 

July 14, 1pm. Commission on Aging, Frederick Senior Center 1440 Taney 
Avenue, Frederick, MD.   
 
 


